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A Message from the principal
Kellie Mcginlay:

WELCOMEWELCOME
BACKBACK  

Hello and welcome to 2023! My name is Kellie
McGInlay and I am very excited to be the new

Principal at MCPS. It has been a wonderful start
and I am slowly getting to know all the students

and meet families when I am out and about. I
am really looking forward to learning more

about Tiwi culture and language. Before coming
to Wurrumiyanga I was the Principal at St

Francis Xavier Catholic School in Nauiyu, Daly
River for 3 years and before that we lived in

New Zealand for a few years. I have been
looking forward to getting back to salt water

and hopefully eating a lot of salt water fish. Feel
free to come in and say hi at any time and we
welcome visits to the classrooms. Later this
term all staff will be heading out with their

students to tour the community and try and
meet you all. Having a close partnership with

the school and families is vital for the success of
students.  We have also been getting family

survey done this term so we can find out what
you think we do well at the school and what we
could do better. At the end of the term Bishop

Charles will be visiting to hold a combined
school Mass. Everyone is welcome. Don’t forget
to check out our Facebook and Instagram feeds
for the latest events.  I look forward to meeting

you all and having a wonderful first year!
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Hi my name is Julie McGeown
I am from Geelong but I barrack for

the best team in the AFL - North
Melbourne Kangaroos!

I have a 19 year old daughter called
Kathleen.

I also have one dog and two cats
which are very spoilt.

Thank you for my welcome to
Bathurst Island. 

Hi, my name is John Fox, and I am
one of the new teachers in year 3 / 4.
I am originally from Melbourne and
have moved to Bathurst Island with

my wife Bella Hands, who is also
teaching in the Year 3/4 level. This is

our second year in the Northern
Territory, as last year we worked in

Palumpa in the west Daly Region. We
chose to move to the Tiwi Islands as

we both love the water, are interested
in the Tiwi culture, love camping, Art,

Music and fishing.
It has been a great start to the year

for the students in the 3/4 Arnterringa
and

Wuninga room. 

 
Yr ¾ Julati Brolga class meeting the new
Director of Catholic Education Nt- Paul

Greaves
Staff painting the buildings to make the

school look great for the start of the year. 

Welcome new staffOur welcome for 2023
  and Ash Wednesday



WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN
THE CLASSROOM THIS TERM:
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Year 1 - Jack
Adamson

Over the last few weeks year 1/2 Ampiji class have been
focusing on settling into the routines of school. We have been



Together we have been building positive
relationships, working
together and settling into a new learning
environment.
The students have started the year by developing a
morning routine when they first
arrive at school. This involves handshaking the
teacher, brushing their teeth,
washing their face, blowing their noses and sharing
their emotions on their current
mood. We are happy to say that the students have
been able to do this every
morning independently and very quickly.
For literacy, students have been learning about
phonics through the “Heggerty”
program. We have been working in rotation groups
and learning a wide variety of
words and sounds. Every day we have been reading
a different story book, where
we explore different characters, story plots and
settings.
For Mathematics, the students have been counting
numbers from one to one
hundred and beyond. They have been learning the
difference between ones, tens
and hundredths through a mixture of games,
activities and interactive videos.
Additionally, students have been participating in a
range of sports and activities,
researching Tiwi history, learning about Lent and
studying oral hygiene.
It has been a great start to the year for 3/4
Arnterringa and Wuninga and we are
looking forward to the year ahead!

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM
THIS TERM:

Year 3/4: By John Fox and Isabella Hands
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WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM
THIS TERM: Year 5 ; Tanna Blackney - Noter 
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Awungana Mamanta,
I hope this letter finds you all well, I also
thought I better introduce myself. My
name is Tanna and I am the Grade 5
teacher for this year with Michael
assisting me. As we near the halfway
point of term 1 in grade 5, I wanted to
take the opportunity to update you on
all the exciting things that we have been
doing in our classroom.
Our students have been hard at work,
demonstrating a strong commitment to
their studies and displaying exceptional
behavior throughout the start of the
term. In English, we have been focusing
on building our reading and writing
skills. The students have been working
hard on their phonemic awareness, and
have been honing their comprehension
and critical thinking abilities through in-
depth discussions and writing stories.
In Math, our focus has been on building
a strong foundation in the
fundamentals. We have been working on
topics such as place value. Our students
have also been introduced to problem-
solving strategies and have been
practicing their math skills through
various activities and games.
In addition to our core subjects, our
students have also been participating in
physical education, art, and ILC classes.
They have been developing their
creativity, coordination, and teamwork
skills through various activities.
Overall, our grade 5 students have been
demonstrating a strong work ethic and a
desire to learn. We are proud of their
progress and look forward to continuing
to support them throughout the
remainder of the school year.
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Staff of both MCPS and Xavier commenced their on-Island Orientation week
with a Mass on Monday 30th January. We prayed in a special way for all new
staff as they commenced their time here in Wurrumiyanga, with a blessing
and candle. The candle is a symbol of Jesus’ light with us. 

On Ash Wednesday, MCPS students gathered outside for a short liturgy to
mark the beginning of the season of Lent. Fr. Niran Veigas came to celebrate
the liturgy. Sr. Anne also shared a reflection. One key symbol on Ash
Wednesday is the mark of ashes on the forehead, in the shape of a cross. It
reminds us that this time of preparation for Easter is a special moment to
pray, think of others and perhaps make some changes to be more Christ-
like. We prepare our hearts for Easter by bringing ourselves in front of God
and being open to what God wants to whisper to our heart.

Sr. Monique Singh 

Catholic Identity article for MCPS



Art : Gillian Andrews

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM
THIS TERM:
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Art began this term in week 3 and the students have been busy
creating "Art" place mats for their tables. They have enjoyed learning
about "bubble writing and drawing their "favourite things...All classes
have been having fun with "sensory activities". They enjoy  making
"slime" and "cloud" dough", and also playing with playdough and play
foam



WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM
THIS TERM: P.E : Louis Saccutelli

It is great to have all the kakirijuwi back in the gym learning and being
physically active. We have been working on teamwork, learning new games and
the importance of sharing and following rules to stay safe. Some of the senior
students have shown great leadership this year by becoming mini assistant
teachers themselves. We really do have so many talents students on this island.
Also, a reminder that year 6 Darwin camp will be on the 26th to 30th of March.
We will be visiting families with further information and to sign permission
forms soon.
Thanks,
Go the Jikilarruwu Dockers 








